Today During Equipping Hour: 9:20-10:20am

CHRIST WELCOMES YOU!
We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us at Christ Lutheran! Please check us out
at www.christcm.com for more information on all our ministries, missions and small groups. Need
additional attention or direction? Give us a call in the church office and let us know how we can
serve you! 949-631-1611.



Sunday School - resumes today in room 103.



Christianity, Cults & Religions - Led by Ed Stelling in the Library.



Loving God with Your Mind - Led by Larry Vescera in Room 114.

Small Groups and Bible Studies



Sermon-based Bible Study - Led by Chris Bellew/Matt Williams in Room 112.

We offer several Bible studies and small group meetings throughout the week at various
times. Contact the church office at 949-631-1611, or if you would like more information
please email Pastor Mike at pastor.gibson@christcm.org.



Interested in becoming a member? - Pastor Mike will be facilitating the twoSunday New Membership class today 9:20am - 10:20am in Conference Room 1

Children, Junior High, High School & Young Adults
Children's Ministry
Today, in Sunday School and Kids Church, we'll learn about the time that God promised
Abram a son! All children age 3 (and potty-trained) through 5th grade are invited to join us
for Sunday School in room 103 and Kids Church in rooms 102 and 103. If you have
questions about Children's Ministry, please contact Emily Eltiste
at miss.eltiste@christcm.org.
Club 56
Join us tomorrow night from 6-8pm! We'll go back to the very beginning to learn the story
of God's original plan for His creation and how He equipped people like Joseph and
Abraham to be leaders. If you have questions about Club 56, please contact Emily Eltiste
at miss.eltiste@christcm.org.
Jr. High
Join us this Wednesday from 6-8pm in the youth room. We'll be learning the story of how
Joseph when from being sold into slavery to becoming Pharaoh's right hand man. After
Bible study, we'll play games! If you have questions about Jr. High Youth, please contact
Emily Eltiste at miss.eltiste@christcm.org.
High School
We'll meet tonight from 6-8pm for Home Hangout at the Haskell's Home! Our yearlong
study on The Story of the Bible continues as we talk about the stories of Abraham, Isaac
and Jacob. Bring your appetite for dinner, we'll enjoy the Haskell's infamous
chili. Contact miss.burkey@christcm.org for the Haskell's Home address or to get
connected.
Confirmation
Our first parent and confirmand class is today from 9:20-10:20am in the youth room!
Please keep this year's confirmation class in your prayers as they continue their faith
journey by confirming their faith. Questions? Contact miss.burkey@christcm.org.

If you are new to youth groups please register online by completing our medical release and information form at www.christcm.com/Youth forms.htm. You can do so by
scanning this QR code with your wireless device.

What’s Happening?




Local Mission - Looking for other ways to express your OUT? Get connected with
prayer for the city, homelessness or education in Costa Mesa. Questions? Contact
miss.burkey@christcm.org.



Lutheran Bible Translators Annual Dinners - Nov 8th at 12:30 and 6:30. Location: Immanuel Lutheran Church, Orange. SAVE THE DATE!!! Rev. Tilatun Mendedo
from Ethiopia is the speaker. More info to follow.



Make a Positive First and Last Impression - Join us and our guest, Ryan Flohra,
Guest Experience Manager at the Disneyland Resort, on Sunday, October 15, 9:20 –
10:15 AM in the gymnasium. Your first and last impressions on our guests really matter! [Ryan is husband to Kristie, our Preschool Director] Everyone’s invited! Coffee
and sweets provided.



2018 China Mission Trip | Informational Meeting | - October 8th at 12:30pm in
Conference Room 1 (bring a lunch). RSVP pastor.gibson@christcm.org.



Mark Your Calendars - The Annual Oktoberfest party will be on Saturday, October 14th at 6pm. More info soon.



SAVE THE DATE: Fall Festival on Sat. November 4th We need volunteers! Our
annual Fall Festival is in need of volunteers to help make the event fun for everyone! Please consider: bringing your favorite dish for the potluck, donating gently
used children's books to the Book Nook, baking something delicious for our Sweet
Shoppe or Cake Walk, holding up in prayer the organizers and participants that the
community might be enriched. Please signup at the table after the service. Pre-sale
festival tickets will be on sale on Sunday, October 22. We hope to see you there!



CONTRIBUTION REPORT ~ CHURCH BUDGET ~ 9/24/17
Weekly Worship
Attendance

9/24

476

Weekly Offering
Received

Weekly Offering
Budget

$ 15,132

$ 27,187

Budgeted YTD $ 353,431

Offering
Variance

$ - 43,029

4 Those 2 Come Phase 2 Capital Campaign
9/24

Pledged $3,789,526

Rec’d To Date $3,544,243

Concordia Seminary Invite - Are you interested in becoming a Pastor
or Deaconess? Concordia Seminary Admission Officer Rev. Jamie Nava, will be at
Concordia University Irvine on Oct. 19th from 8am - 4pm & Oct. 20th 8am 12pm. Please contact Rev. Nava at 314-505-7224 or navaj@csi.edu to schedule an
appointment. Walk-ins are welcome also.



Interested in taking an Italy Tour? - Join Pastor Glenn and Sue from Sept. 24thOctober 3rd 2018. Contact Pastor Glenn for more information at
pastor.shelton@christcm.org.



The Handbell Choir - begins their new music season thanking and praising
God for the gift of music. We dedicate our songs today in memory of long time bell
ringer, Joan Lothian.

$ -12,055

Offerings YTD $ 310,402

Senior luncheons resume on Wednesday, October 18, 11:30 – 1:00 PM, and
then monthly on the third Wednesday. WE ARE PLEASED TO WELCOME BACK
DEB LINE WHO WILL HOSTING THE SENIOR LUNCHEON! Bring family and
friends to this fun, monthly social event - you don't have to be a senior to come!
RSVP is much appreciated at ms.florio@christcm.org or 949-631-1611.

“Worship and the Next Reformation”
“God has made our hearts and spirits happy through His only Son…He who
believes this sincerely and earnestly cannot help but be happy; he must cheerfully
sing and talk about this, that others might hear it and come to Christ… I, Doctor
Martin Luther, truly desire that all Christians would love and regard as worthy the
lovely gift of music [and worship], which is a precious, worthy, and costly treasure
given to mankind by God… This precious gift has been given to man alone that he
might thereby remind himself that God has created man for the express purpose of
praising and extolling God… A person who gives this some thought and yet does
not regard this as a marvelous creation of God, must be a clodhopper indeed and
does not deserve to be called a human being; he should be permitted to hear
nothing but the braying of [donkeys] and the grunting of hogs.” (Luther’s Table
Talks, 13)
KILL-JOY AND JOY-STEALERS: Why is “joy” so fleeting and easily disrupted?
 …fixing our eyes on Jesus, the pioneer and perfecter of faith. For the joy set
before him he endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right
hand of the throne of God. Consider him who endured such opposition from
sinners, so that you will not grow weary and lose heart. (Hebrews 12:2-3)
PURSUING AND CULTIVATING AND STIRRING-UP PERMANENT JOY
 For the joy of the Lord is your strength. (Nehemiah 8:10b.)
 Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. (Philippians 4:4)
 As the Father has loved me, so have I loved you. Now remain in my love. If you
keep my commands, you will remain in my love, just as I have kept my Father’s
commands and remain in his love. I have told you this so that my joy may be in
you and that your joy may be complete. (John 15:9-11)
 May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace as you trust in him, so that
you may overflow with hope by the power of the Holy Spirit. (Romans 15:13)
 "The fleas! Betsie, there's no way even God can make me grateful for a flea.”
‘Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, rejoice. Give thanks in all
circumstances,’ she quoted. 'It doesn't say, in pleasant circumstances. Fleas
are part of this place where God has put us.' "And so we stood between tiers of
bunks and gave thanks for fleas. It turned out that Betsie was not wrong; the
fleas were a nuisance, but a blessing after all.” (The Hiding Place, Corrie Ten
Boom)
 Joyful worship is the fuel that thrusts us forward -- and is the NEXT
Reformation!
PRAYER
God—You’re my God! I can’t get enough of You! So here I am in the place of
worship, eyes open, drinking in Your joy and strength and glory. In Your generous
love I am really living at last! My lips brim praises like fountains. I bless You every
time I take a breath; My arms wave like banners of praise to You.”
(Psalm 63:1-4, MSG)

Bal. $ 245,283

Give Now: by scanning the QR code to the right with your wireless
device, or through PayPal on our webpage: www.christcm.com

Scan the QR code or simply download the YouVersion app on your phone. Select the
More option, then select Events and search “Christ Lutheran Costa Mesa” to follow the
service in worship electronically.

