An Opportunity from God:
Living Word Schools

The government of Papua New Guinea cannot
provide educational opportunities for most of
the people of the remote mountainous region of
Papua New Guinea where missionaries Rev.
John and Maila Davies work. This has allowed
them to establish schools in which the Word of
God is freely taught. Indeed, the New Testa-
ment is the basis of the entire school curriculum!
What a wonderful opportunity!

Arriving in Papua New Guinea in 1972, the
Davies labored first to develop an alphabet for
the unwritten language of the Kobon people of
the remote mountains of Madang Province. The
goal was the translation of the New Testament
into the language of these people. The Kobon
New Testament was published in 2005.

The translating of the New Testament into that
language would be useful to the people only if
they could be taught how to read, so Pastor
John and Maila started a school in the Kobon
village of Salemp to teach the people how to
read. The excitement grew, word spread, and
soon other villages wanted schools too! What
began with one school has developed into an
entire school system! There are now more than
30 schools, with over a thousand children cur-
rently receiving a free Christian education.

In the evening, children can be heard singing
the songs they have learned in school. The
people say that the schools have vitalized the
faith of the whole community. The children learn
a Bible verse by heart each week, and by now
many of them can recite whole chapters. Fami-
lies sitting at their fires at night hear the children
singing their songs and telling what they learned
at school that day. Every day the children hear
at least one Bible story.

The cost for establishing a school is $3000.
This includes teacher training, classroom equip-
ment, and books and school supplies for the
children. Once established, a school can be
operated for $1000 a year.




The Kobon, Haruai and Ti people are hard-
working and eager to have schools for their
children.

They provide the land, build and maintain
the schoolhouses, teachers’ houses and
play yards.

They send people from their villages to
study and train to be teachers.

But they have no money.

They need your help to provide equipment
and supplies for the classroom and the chil-
dren, books, and small salaries for the
teachers.

Your gifts to the Kobon Ministry will enable
the schools to continue the work of teaching
the children from the Word of God. More
schools can be built where needed. More
people will learn of the love of Jesus.

The cost of operating an existing
school is $1000 per year.

Establishing a new school
requires $3000.

Make your tax-deductible check
payable to:

Christ Lutheran/Kobon Ministry

and place in the
offering

Kobon Ministry

www.lutheransonline.com/kobon




