
We are delighted that you have chosen to worship with us at Christ Lutheran! Please check us out 
at www.christcm.com for more information on all our ministries, missions and small groups. Need 
additional attention or direction? Give us a call in the church office and let us know how we can 
serve you!   949-631-1611 or mrs.line@christcm.org 

CHRIST WELCOMES YOU! 

 LARGE PRINT BULLETINS AVAILABLE FROM USHERS. 
 

 

 ChristCare ~ Community Care = Fun, Biblical Equipping = Fellowship  

                Prayer and Worship = Faith, Missional Service = Familiar Faces 
        Interested? Contact: Pastor Joseph Strubbe: josephstrubbe@yahoo.com 
 

 Community Group Leader Orientation: Saturday, August 29, 9-11 AM 

“Community” is at the core of what we believe it means to truly be the church. Our 
God has hard-wired us for relationships and for community! So, if a person wants to 
grow in his or her relationship with Jesus and others, he/she needs to have intention-
al relationships with people who have the same goal—and a small group community 
is the ideal place for that. However, in order to offer a small group opportunity for 
everyone, a bunch of new leaders are needed. Pray for the prompting of the Spirit 
and then come on August 29. At the completion of the orientation, you will have: 

√ The essential JUMP-START directions to be a Community Group leader. 

√ The curriculum for the first 8-sessions (Then, you and the group will decide what 

material to use) 

√ The Instructions to be prepared for the GroupLink event on Sunday, September 

13. In addition to personal invitations, this is where others will be invited to check-
out your group and potentially join. Please let Pastor Glenn know you will be com-
ing to the orientation (pastor.shelton@christcm.org) 

 

 Stimulate Your Mind and Strengthen Your Faith…The LCMS Commission on 

Theology and Church Relations has just published a report titled "In Christ All Things 
Hold Together: The Intersection of Science and Theology". This report among other 
things calls for a "renaissance in apologetics". The "renaissance" the report has in 
mind is one that shows that there is no conflict between Christian Faith and science 
when both are properly understood. It is a call to all of us, especially Pastors and 
Educators, to utilize the new discoveries in the sciences to battle "Scientism" and the 
naturalism that has become pervasive in the current cultural ethos. 

 To this end the New Apologetics Class during the month of August will be 
 showing some wonderful and exciting new videos that deal with recent scientific 
 discoveries that support Christian Faith. These meetings will take place in the 
 Fireside room on August 9th, 16th and 30th during the Equipping hour 9:20-
 10:20. We will not meet on August 2nd as we are out of town and the meeting on 
 the 23rd will take place in Room 114.  

 Many thanks to all who helped with the Kobon Ministry Calendar Bee last Sun-

day. You worked so hard and we are so very grateful. Soon those Bible Reading 
calendars will be in the hands of the Living Word Schools staff and families in their 
communities in Papua New Guinea, as well as English language versions for Christ 
Lutheran and other churches here in the USA. "So shall my word be that goes out 
from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it." Isaiah 55:11  

 

 Children's Ministry Sunday School/Kid’s Church: All children in preschool 

through 5th grade are invited to join us this morning for Kids Church during the 
10:30am worship service. Today we begin our new theme for August- Wisdom! We 
will learn about King Solomon who was told to ask God for anything he wanted and 
he asked for wisdom! Please make sure to check your child in at the check-in table 
before attending Kids Church.  

 

 Local Mission - Serve with the Trellis Education Initiative: 4-Week Literacy Pro-
gram @ The Crossing Church August 5, 12 from 6-7:30pm.Come and read with 
elementary kids! This is a great serve opportunity for families, small groups, youth or 
anyone with a servant heart who'd like to spend time with kids in our Costa Mesa 
neighborhood! Email miss.burkey@christcm.org for more information. 

 

 Open Gym Volleyball - We will take a break for the month of August...stay tuned for 

when we'll "open" again in the fall!  
 

 18th House Build in Tijuana Team Members NEEDED – The next house build is on 

September 19, 2015.   The cost per team member is only $50 for this LOCAL but 
International mission trip.  See the CLC website for articles and more information.  
Contact Terry Walls at terryllann@aol.com to sign up and for questions.   

Children and Student Ministry 

All Youth - Beach & Bonfire Wed. August 12th - 3-10pm @ Huntington State Beach, 
Tower 3 (near Brookhurst). Come enjoy the waves & sand with youth from Orange 
County churches. Bring a towel, swimsuit (if you want to swim), sunscreen, water to drink 
& warm clothes for the evening. Youth can be dropped off at the end of Brookhurst, we'll 
be at a picnic area in front of the snack stand. Brings snacks to share, we'll have hot 
dogs and s'mores for everyone! Questions? Contact miss.eltiste@christcm.org or 
miss.burkey@christm.org  

High School Youth - Water Wars THIS Wednesday, August 5th 6:30-8:30pm meet @ 
Christ Lutheran picnic tables. Come ready to compete against your friends with 
water balloons, relays, and a Slip-N-Slide! Wear your swimsuit, bring a towel and warm 
clothes to change into later! Contact miss.burkey@christcm.org with any questions. 

High School Youth - Meeting for National Youth Gathering Sunday, Aug. 16th from 
9:20-10:20am - meet @ picnic tables, we'll walk to the new youth room -(old 6th 

grade classroom) and have our meeting there.  Save the date to learn about the 
High School "NYG" next summer where we'll join over 20,000 Lutheran Christian youth to 
learn what it means to live "in Christ alone" for 5 days in New Orleans, Louisiana! Contact 
miss.burkey@christcm.org or visit lcmsgathering.com to learn more before our meeting! 

 

What’s Happening ? 

ABSALOM: HANGING BETWEEN HEAVEN AND EARTH (2 SAMUEL 13-18) 
 
Definition of “Unfulfilled Potential” = Absalom 

 
His outward appearance was flawless; his inward appearance was a tangled mess of unresolved 
sin, family or origin dysfunction (“daddy issues”), hurt and pain, resentment, vengeful spirit, retri-
bution, devious rebellion, bitterness, hatred, idolatrous, and murderous.  

 
Absalom’s ultimate demise (2 Samuel 18) 
  

We all hang in the balance, between heaven and earth.  
 The story of Absalom is about us. 
 
THE FACES OF AN “ABSALOM SPIRIT” 
 

1. It can appear justifiable (2 Samuel 13)                                                                                                                                                       
 
So the servants of Absalom did to Amnon as Absalom had commanded. Then all the king's sons arose, 
and each mounted his mule and fled. (v. 29)                                              
 
Jesus: “If your brother sins against you, go and tell him his fault, between you and him alone.” (Matthew 
18:15) 
 

2. It is the result of emotional and spiritual immaturity (2 Samuel 14)   
 
Then Absalom sent for Joab, to send him to the king, but Joab would not come to him… Then he said to 
his servants, “See, Joab's field is next to mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire.” (v. 30-31) 
 

3. It is a conspiracy hiding behind noble concerns (2 Samuel 15) 
 
Absalom: “Oh that I were judge in the land! Then every man with a dispute or cause might come to me, 
and I would give him justice.” And whenever a man came near to pay homage to him, he would put out his 
hand and take hold of him and kiss him.  Thus Absalom did to all of Israel who came to the king for judg-
ment. So Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel.  And at the end of four years Absalom said to the 
king, “Please let me go and pay my vow, which I have vowed to the Lord, in Hebron. For your servant 
vowed a vow while I lived at Geshur in Aram, saying, ‘If the Lord will indeed bring me back to Jerusalem, 
then I will offer worship to the Lord.’”  (v.4-8) 
 
JESUS’ SUMMATION/WARNING OF AN “ABSALOM SPIRIT” 
 
Jesus: “But I say to you that everyone who is angry (vengeful spirit) with his brother will be in danger of the 
judgment.” (Matthew 5:22) 
 
A FEW LESSONS FOR US 
 

1. An unhappy home produces unbalanced and dysfunctional children. 
2. Lack of consistent parental discipline breeds insecurity, emotional and spiritual immaturity, 

and resentment. 
3. Failure to repair a broken relationship inflicts wounds that never heal.  It is never too late to 

start doing what is right. “I have been wrong. I love you, and I want a close relationship with 
you. Please forgive me and tell me how we can make it happen.” 

Follow the sermon online at YouVersion.com by selecting LIVE EVENT & entering 
our zip code 92627 or scan the QR code to the left. Wifi is available in the sanctuary: 
GuestNet and the password is John-316. In order to ensure consistency in our 
use of the Biblical text we are now using only the English Standard Version (ESV) in 
worship and sermons. The NIV 1984 version that was previously in the pews have 
been     replaced with the English Standard Version.  

Message Notes 

Welcome to Christ Lutheran Church and School  

We are convinced that being connected to a church family is key to thriving in today’s world. We 
invite you to take your next best step (A-E) and experience your church family here with us – let’s do 
life together. 
 

Central to being Christ’s church in this place is our identity as a gathered assembly 
on Sunday mornings in order to ADORE and worship our Triune God, Father, Son, 
and Holy Spirit.  ADORE Him with us regularly. 
 
 
 

 
 
BELONGING to a church family matters! If you're interested in BELONGING to 
Christ’s family, attend a one-hour orientation of our Church and School on Sunday, 
October 4th, 10:30-2:00 PM in the Conference Room, lunch and childcare provided. 
R.S.V.P to Deb Line in the office at 949-631-1611 or mrs.line@christcm.org.  
 
 
 

COMMUNITY small groups (Community Groups, ChristCare, Bible Study Groups) 
meet regularly to pursue spiritual growth and healthy relationships. How do you take 
steps to join a COMMUNITY small group?  Contact Pastor Glenn at                      
pastor.shelton@christcm.org. Next GroupLink meeting is September 13, after both 
services in the gym 
 

What does it mean to be a DISCIPLE of Christ? If you are seeking to go deeper in 
your understanding of the truth-claims of God and the foundational tenants of     
Christianity, are a new follower/DISCIPLE of Jesus or new to the Lutheran Faith,  
then this step is for you.  Join Pastor Glenn in the Conference Room/Library,         
9:20 – 10:20 AM. This meeting will resume September 20. 

 Biblical Equipping is a life time journey. Sunday EQUIPPING hour classes are of-
fered for all ages, 9:20 – 10:20 AM. A list of all the children and adult classes and 
their rooms is at the Hospitality Table in the Church Narthex. These classes will re-
sume September 20.  

To find out more, please visit www.christcm.com or email Deb Line,                                                                    

mrs.line@christcm.org, or call the church office, 949-631-1611. 

 

A  
Adore 

 

B  
Believe 

 

C 
Community 

 

D  
Discipleship 

 

E  
Equipping 

      CONTRIBUTION REPORT ~ CHURCH BUDGET ~ 7/26/15 (NEW FISCAL BUDGET)   
  

        Weekly Worship  Weekly Offering         Weekly Offering   Offering 

             Attendance          Received                     Budget    Variance        

7/26 442                          $  35,914         $  26,094  $  +9,820 
 

Budgeted YTD $ 104,376      Offerings YTD $123,398                $  +19,022 
 

4 Those 2 Come Phase 2 Capital Campaign 
7/26   Pledged  $3,789,526   Received To Date $1,299,940    Balance  $2,489,586 

           
 

Give Now: by scanning the QR code to the right with your wireless  
device, or by going to www.christcm.com/give on line.htm 
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