
Over the past year the Elders and I have been praying 
for and reviewing our worship schedule so as to 
determine the best service times for our present and 
our future here at Christ.  I want to use my space this 
month to bring all of you up to speed on some new 
directions for our congregationôs worship life. 

 

One of the things that we discussed was the elimination 
of the 9:30 worship service and, in its place, the 
establishment of a Bible Class hour for all ages.  We 
sought a great deal of counsel on this, even from the 
leading church consultant in our Synod, and have 
decided that this would not be a wise thing to do.  While 

we loved the idea of a designated Bible Class hour where children and parents 
study together and then worship together before or after class, we concluded that it 
would not be prudent to eliminate our largest worship service.  We also learned that 
most people who desire a Bible Class on Sunday morning have already made 
those accommodations in their schedule and that, in todayôs church culture, many 
parents expect to have a separate Sunday School opportunity for their children 
during a worship hour.  We can all wish that it was different ï but that is part of the 
reality of bringing the Gospel to people in the 21st Century. 

 

A factor that we also included in our conversations is our long-range plan to 
become involved in a multi-site church design that allows us to continue to grow 
even after our current facility limits our numbers.  We can do this by taking our 
dynamic ministry to new places, assisting our District in revitalizing declining 
congregations, and accomplishing all of this with the assistance of the people, gifts 
and technology that are available to us.  Part of that process includes learning how 
to offer simultaneous worship in different venues and linking it all through 
technology.  We are applying for a grant to acquire the video recording equipment 
that will enable us to capture worship at Christ and stream it simultaneously to a 
new ñInternet Campusò that we plan to launch by the first of the year, giving Christ, 
Costa Mesa, a global presence.  This same technology will enable us to expand our 
ministry influence on campus, as well as any other place God gives us the 
opportunity. 
 
        Continued on page 2 
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Here is what the New Service Time Design looks like:  
 

¶ The 8:00 Service  stays the same  and continues to offer our traditional, ñClassic Worshipò 

style.  The Lutheran Service Book is our main source for liturgy and worship music in this 

service, including the gifts of our Sanctuary Choir and Handbell Choir.   

 

¶ The 9:30 Service  moves to 9:45 .  It is only 15 minutes, but it will give us a little more 

breathing room between services.  We will retain the band-led worship format, support with 

video, and offer, as scheduled, the familiar elements of confession/ absolution, creeds, 

Lordôs Prayer, etc.  This ñCommunity Celebrationò includes an emphasis in the early part of 

each service for our children and will serve as their Sunday School opening until they are 

dismissed to class. 

 

¶ The 11:00 Service, which is now a repeat of the 9:30 service, will be discontinued.   

When our attendance growth demands a third Sunday morning worship service, we will 

reintroduce it in a format that is unique, maybe even in a different location than the 

sanctuary, to serve as an exciting worship alternative for those who currently attend other 

services or for those who are new to Christ. 

 

¶ The Saturday Night Service  Moves To Sunday Night, 5:00 PM.   We believe that Sunday 

night will be a favorite worship option for individuals and families who were out of town for 

the weekend and/or for those who want a later start to their Sunday morning.  Sunday 

nights will fit that need ï itôs a real worship service just like Sunday morning!  The service 

format will use contemporary worship music, will be less structured and, where possible, 

will include a focus for families and our younger worshippers.  A newly redesigned Sunday 

Night Youth Ministry will occur immediately following the 5:00 PM worship hour.  The first 

week of the month will continue to be a ñLevel 7ò youth-targeted service with our youth 

band.  While worship is always ñaliveò at Christ, on any given Sunday night my sermon 

might be ñlive and in personò or a video from the 9:45 worship service ï part of learning 

how to implement the technology to develop a multi-site congregation.  One of the 

additional blessings will allow us the opportunity to solve the ongoing challenge to schedule 

weddings in our sanctuary.  Did you know that many of our weddings take place off 

campus because of the Saturday time conflict? 

 

Choirs from School, Preschool, and Sunday School will sing as scheduled in our Sunday 

morning services just like they always have.  Communion will continue to be offered as 

currently scheduled: 8:00 service on 1st and 3rd Sundays, all other services on 2nd and 4th 

Sundays and at all services on the 5th Sunday of the month.  

 

 

         Continued on next page 
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Sunday Morning Education  

¶ Sunday School will take place during the 9:45 worship service and, as mentioned earlier, 

begin in the sanctuary with the opening music until the students are released to follow their 

teachers to their classrooms.  We are very excited to announce that a special Summer 

Sunday School will take place throughout the months of July and August.  There is a place 

every week for your kids on Sunday morning! 

 

¶ Multiple Bible Classes for Adults and Youth will occur at the 9:45 hour.  Additionally, I plan 

to teach a Bible Study three times a year (approximately four sessions each) during the 

11:00 hour.  Our plan is to video record these sessions and make them available as a Bible 

Study option at other hours the following Sunday and through an on-demand streaming 

video option on our web site.  We will continue to make use of our Sunday morning 

schedule for our basic discipleship courses, Christianity 101 and 201, during the 11:00 

hour. 

 

ñWWWò ï Wednesday Word and Worship  

We will try out a new mid-week service design this Fall for four weeks on Wednesday nights, 
7:00-8:30 PM, September 17 ï October 8.  It will include a longer time of singing in a more 
intimate form of contemporary worship.  I will teach an in-depth four part study from Godôs 
Word on one specific topic.  Watch for more to come on this. 

 

When Does All This Happen?  

¶ June 28, Saturday will be our last Saturday Night Worship Service. 

 

¶ The new Sunday Night Worship Service begins on September 7, right after school 

resumes.  Our redesigned Sunday Night Student Ministry kicks off that night as well. 

 

¶ July 13 is the start of our revised Sunday Morning Worship Schedule 

8:00 Classic Worship 
9:45 Community Celebration (Band-led), Sunday School, and Bible Classes 

 

Watch our print material and e-newsletter for the dates and locations of two discussion 
gatherings in the month of June so that the congregation can better understand the reasons 
behind these changes.  

 

Please be in prayer for us all as we move forward in ministry and worship together. 
I love being your pastor. 
Iôll see you in church. 

 

 

 

 

Pastor Mike 
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Vacation Bible School ~ July 13-16 ~ 5-8 PM 
Senior Vacation Bible School  
Are you an older adult who would like to participate in Vacation Bible School again?  Great 
newséwe have one just for you!  Your Vacation Bible School will coincide with the same dates 
as our Family Vacation Bible School on July 13-16, 2008.  Senior Vacation Bible School will be 
from 3-5 pm and will include a devotion, craft activity, Bible games, and a snack.   You will also 
have the opportunity to help set up the eveningôs craft project as service to children of VBS.  
This is a great opportunity for you to invite your friends or family members to join in the fun. 

 

Family Vacation Bible School  
This year our church is offering a new type of Vacation Bible School.  This program will happen 
in the evening and involve the whole family.  The schedule will look like this: 
 

5-6:30pm  Family-style meal in the gymnasium featuring ñcampingò style dinners 
5:30-6:30pm Supervised ñSurvivor Gamesò on the lawn area for kids Preschool-6th 
   grade 
6:30-7pm  Family Service Projects in the gymnasium 
7-8pm  Childrenôs VBS program 
7-8pm  Variety of Adult Bible Studies offered 
8pm   Each night will end at 8pm 
 

Each evening you will have an opportunity to eat dinner with your family and unwind from your 
day.  If the kids finish eating early they have can go out on the lawn for some fun supervised 
games.  At 6:30 PM every family will get together to do a service project for a needy charity.  
This is a wonderful opportunity for your family to serve those less fortunate. At 7pm the kids will 
go to their class and the adults can either help with the kids program or attend a bible study.  
We will end each evening at 8 pm. Early registration is $25 per family before June 29th and  $35 
after. Registration fee includes dinner and VBS materials for the whole family. 

Dear Christ Lutheran Family,  
Not only is the end of this school year right around the corner, the close of Mrs. Karen Ebelôs 
teaching career is less than one trimester away!  Going on summer break will have a whole new 
meaning for this dedicated servant of God as she begins her retirement. 
 
Among other celebratory events being planned, a MEMORY BOOK is being compiled.  A 

remembrance page from your family will be a wonderful addition to this scrapbook for Mrs. Ebel. 
Background sheets for your page are available in the school office or on the credenzaôs in the 
Church Narthex. Your page may include a note, letter, or card, stickers or other décor, and then/
now photos ï whatever youôd like to include!  Use one or both sides of the background sheet and 
be creative.  Your finished page will be included in the memory book.   
  
Thank you for participating!  Drop your completed scrapbook page in the school office by Friday, 
May 16, 2008.  The memory book is sure to be a treasure Mrs. Ebel will enjoy for many years to 
come!      Please contact Diana Jason at (949) 631-4034 with any questions. 
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From The Principal ~ Christ Lutheran School  

Christ Lutheran Church will be celebrating 50 years of providing 
a Lutheran Day School for congregation families and the 
community of Costa Mesa this coming year.  What a tremendous 
commitment and sacrifice this congregation has made to provide 
this special ministry over those years.  In the past 50 years the 
congregation has provided an educational setting where children 
can learn of their Lord and Savior each day by being in the Word.   
The church provides a setting where children can learn 
academically, and openly share how the world relates to their 
faith in God.  But as important as that is, it is the faith of these 
children that is shared with family and friends they come in 
contact with that makes a huge difference in the world.  The Holy 
Spirit works through their witness to the community. 
 

In the latest synod newspaper the front page article spoke about Lutheran schools and how they 
are a mission in helping children and families know their Lord and Savior.   Let me quote part of 
that article for you.  Terry Schmidt, who along with Bill Cochran, are leaders in the school ministry 
department of the synod reported these statistics from 2006-2007 as stated in ñThe Reporterò.   
 
 ñSchmidt told the Reporter that he received many reports of mission and ministry 
 related activities from our schools during this yearôs National Lutheran Schoolsô  
 week observance.  ñAs we provide Word and Sacrament of Baptism to children, they 
 bring the Word home to their parents,ò Schmidt comments.  ñWe have even seen the 

Holy Spirit work in so many individuals who previously had no faith.ò  Statistics from the 
2006-2007 school year, compiled by the LCMS schools department, report 3,910 children 
baptized and 3,232 adults baptized or confirmed as the Holy Spirit works through Lutheran 
schools.   LCMS congregations operate 1,368 early childhood centers, 1,018 elementary 
schools, and 102 high schools.ò 

 
Do you know what the mission statement is for Christ Lutheran Church and School?  It is exactly 
what this article speaks to:  ñConnecting People to Jesusò.  It is great to be part of a system of 
schools as supported through the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod with leadership that has its 
priorities right.  It is so exciting to be part of this important ministry of Christ Lutheran Church.  Our 
first responsibility as a congregation and school is to bring the saving grace of Jesus Christ to a 
lost world.  Yes, we are about excellence in education, expanding our music curriculum, having 
healthy bodies and healthy minds, and continuing the expansion and improvement of all of 
curriculum areas in the future.  But all of these come in the context that we are redeemed children 
of God through the grace of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  The cool thing is this.  Our job is 
to be in the Word at school and at home.  The Holy Spirit does all the work by working faith in the 
individual.  
 
There will be more information coming your way soon on celebrating 50 years of Christian 
Education through the ministry of Christ Lutheran School!  If you have school age children or 
know of friends who are looking to have this special Christian education, we still have openings 
for the 2008-2009 academic year. 
 

 


